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And another time he said, "And I wist that my lorde shulde be
against me I shulde so provide that my Lorde [i,e. the Bishop]
shulde doo me litle hurt" And another time he said, "When my
lorde is goon I shall rule and aske him noon leave.".*.Robert Angos
of the Black Lion knoweth whereof to depose concerning the Prior's
conversation; so also knoweth Peter Burgate,...
Dom Robert Parker...saith that, every day, the Prior sendeth to
Smyth's wife a dish of the best meats brought up to his table. Also
he goeth to the Chapel by night and taketh what he will, at his own
pleasure. He saith that the Prior hath an old fool; and that he
compelled this fool to put on a surplice and to walk publicly in a
procession.,.,The Prior smote a husbandman, from which blow the
man died within a month....
Dom William Rase, examined, saith that Doms William Bettes,
Thomas Wells, and John Clenchwarton go forth from the priory by
night, and sit eating and drinking in John Smyth's house until eleven
of the clock...
Dom John Lowe agreeth with Dom William Rase concerning the
Prior's threatening words. Item, he saith that the Prior is lavish in
giving monastery goods without the Chapter's consent,..,//^, John
Smyth's wife buyeth fish in the market for the convent, to the scandal
of the priory. Item, she hath kept the keys of the malt and corn-
chambers, and taketh what she will. Item, she is called the Prior's
lady, and hath of the best food and wine. Item, Doms Richard
Docking, William Bettes, John Clenchwarton, Thomas Wells and
David Norwich are of the Prior's part, and fawn and flatter him;
moreover they sit up eating and drinking even unto mattins in John
Smyth's house; and when they are come to mattins they sleep all the
while. Item, Dom William Hutton cometh not to choir, but sitteth
all day in the house commonly called "the halibred hous," eating and
drinking daily therein....
Dom John.Aihsham, examined, agreeth with respect to the Prior's
threatening words in chapter.,.Jtem, this deponent, at the Prior's
bidding, gave the Sacrament of the Eucharist to the Prior's fool, who
was not wont to communicate.., John the son of Gresham of Walsing-
ham, rebuked one of the Brethren for sitting in the town at an undue
hour; to whom that Brother thus made answer: "As long as I do
noo wors then our fader prior doithe he can not rebuke me." The
Prior loveth not the students, saying that they are minded to over-
turn reKgion,.,.Smyth's wife rode to Canterbury on the Prior's horse.
He agreeth with the rest concerning the dishes sent daily to Smyth's
wife from the Prior's table*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